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Abstract 
Language controls all academic manifestation in modern world. To speak fluently and 
confidently in variety of situation is a central need and an important goal of education. Speech 
is basic in language. Ability to speak appears to be more useful to man than (he ability to write. 
One of the manifestations of this faculty of human speech called language is English. The aim of 
the English language teaching is to expose the language to the "students as it is spoken. This paper 
treats the place of oral in the teaching as the most crucial element in the education process, problem 
of teaching oral English in Nigeria education, system and possible solutions to these 
problems. 
 
 Introduction 

the broadest and probably the most organized form of human activity is his use of language. 
Human language is as old as life itself. Sapir (1921), conceives of language as a': purely human and an 
instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily 
produced symbols". 

Language, of all the attributes that are present in man, is considered most valuable. The ability 
to" use a given language in any language environment is necessary for some reasons such as, the 
expression of our thought, desire, emotions, and ideas. If one does not have the necessary language 
skill in the environment where he finds himself it creates a feeling of inadequacy in a person which is a 
problem to the individual's participation in his environmental affairs. In other words he cannot 
confidently mingle with the people of his new language community. 

Language is the basis for thinking communicating and learning. It controls all academic 
manifestations in modern world. One of the manifestations of this faculty of human speech called 
language is English. It is one of the most important relevant and useful language in the world. It is a 
significant language in Nigeria. !t functions as a communication link. It is the key or gateway, to 
academic successes it serves as medium of instruction in primary, secondary and tertiary institutions. 
Admission into higher education depends on one's ability to pass English language very well. It is a top 
requirement for those seeking good jobs. It is through English language that we come to have good 
knowledge of modern science and technology. In literature, the English language is a popular language 
for novels, poetry, drama etc, and it is the language of computer. It is the language of commerce both 
within and outside the country. It is the language of most religion, music, art, culture, parties and 
marriages. English language is prestigious and it is a language of class. No language is more widely 
studied or used as a foreign language than English. 

The Place of Oral in the Teaching of English 
Out of the five areas of the English" language namely, oral, composition, comprehension 

grammar and summary, an aspect that records the highest degree of poor performance is oral English. The 
aim of English language teaching is to expose the language to the students as it is spoken. Poor 
foundation in oral speech has contributed to the poor usage of English phonics among secondary 
school students one of the factors responsible for mass failure includes poor handing of the oral aspect of 
the course. Too little attention is paid to oral English by teachers. It is not accorded a prominent 
position in the school curriculum. The teachers often skim over pronunciation drill. Oral English is 
most hated and most carefully avoided by teachers and their students. Some of the teachers lack the 
competence and willingness to teach oral skills. Ikonta (2002), on his article compulsory oral English at 
the secondary school level, carried out a research on the state of the teaching of spoken English in nine 
schools in Lagos state fifty-two English language, teachers made up the subject for the study. The design 
of the study was survey. Questionnaires, interview and observation were used for data collection. The 
result showed that many of the teachers are incompetent to teach spoken English. The teaching procedure 
left much to be desired while instructional materials/aids were completely absent in the observed 
schools. 

The teachers were not knowledgeable and confident enough while teaching the course. The common 
characteristics of the teachers observed was the preponderance of LI interference problem exhibited. It was not difficult 
to discern the teacher's linguistic background as they taught. As one of the teachers interviewed put it, we the teachers 
are not exempted from the influence of the mother tongue, we are not too good, and in pronunciation, we .give what 



we have to the students. Governments should employ specialists lo handle Oral English", 
Otagburuagu and Enuesike (1998), carried out a research in which they did a random selection of fourteen 

tertiary institutions made up of Eleven (I ]) Universities, (Eight federal and three state) and three polytechnics. They used 
questionnaire in collecting the data from 1,500 students and 350 lectures across the institution chosen. The instrument 
was random!)' distributed to the population. The return was hundred percent as they were personally delivered and 
directly collected after completion. From (he data collected, it is clear that speaking and listening are completely 
neglected in the use of English classes in Nigeria tertian' institutions. The skills emphasized are reading and writing. 

The Teacher: The teacher is the most crucial element in the educative process. Without him. the whole educational 
enterprise will collapse, even with the best educational policy and design. The ultimate realization of any set of aims 
for education depends on the teacher. He is responsible for translating policy into action and principles into practice 
in his classroom interaction with his students. Most Nigeria students and undergraduates are more exposed to the 
literary and written forms of English than its spoken form Ndahi (1977), lamented that people who obtained a credit in 
English in West Africa school certificate examination still have a poor command of the language. 

Discussing the importance of competent teachers Fafunwa (1967), wrote of all the educational problems that 
beset African countries today, none is as persistent or compelling as one relating to the training of competent teacher". 
According to Lado(l977). The language teacher must know the target language well enough to be (imitated by his 
students". It all implies that a teacher of oral English must be pronunciation conscious. As is often said, "no 
educational system can rise above the level of its teachers" Ojo, (1995), stated that "teachers are the key agent in 
language programme implementation'1 the teacher personifies the English language. The English language teacher 
must acquire accurate pronunciation as well as phonetic knowledge so as to be a model 

Problem of Teaching oral English in Nigeria Educational System 
The teacher is the ultimate and most important agent for ensuring the success of any moves directed to 

improve Oral English teaching and learning in Nigeria, they should create an atmosphere to encourage students to 
speak more fluently in English. Unfortunately, the teachers lack the competence and willingness to teach oral skill. 
English pronunciation is still unduly neglected or ignored in our secondary schools by teachers of English. Many 
problems of language learning were traceable to teachers. Some English teachers with considerable pride about their 
credentials have limited communicative competence; they sometimes stumble trying to make a point. 

Odejide (1989). in her own paper delivered at the NERDC workshop for secondary school teachers revealed 
that most teachers lack the confidence to (each English sounds rhythms and intonation. According to her the teachers 
are often unable to act as role models during prounciation classes. Poor foundation in oral speech has contributed to the 
poor usage of English phonics among secondary school students. Speech work is time consuming and it is carried out 
by examples and practices through drills. Some teachers feel quite limited in their ability to deliver what they feel is 
acceptable oral English, both qualitatively and quantitatively. Part of it may be confidence problem. Lack of an L2 
environment also hinders students and teachers motivation to significantly improve their English and entertain a more 
aggressive teaching of spoken English. 

Akere (1989). gave the problem as the inadequate knowledge of the subject content of spoken English. 
This is attributed to the fact that some aspects are highly technical and therefore. requires specialized knowledge. 
According to Kohi (1989), being able to approach whatever one is teaching from different directions require one to think 
about and master (he content." Competence in the target language is the most important skill a teacher should posses. 
Ehlers (1966), asserted that the secondary school teacher need competency in specialized subject matter he plans to 
teach. MacDonald (1974), contended that a competent teacher should be able to bring about desirable learners 
outcome. 
It is also pertinent to add that competence is needed by English language teacher for effective teaching or oral English. 

Solution to these Problems 
Training of Teaching for Effective Teaching: Language is learned only through imitation. 

A second language learner of English may not develop linguistic correctness in oral speech but  
through training may learn that which is as close as possible to the fluent native speaker's, as Stevens  
(1977) puts it: 

The general effectiveness of language learning and teaching is heavily dependent on the 
training which the teachers undergo before entering their profession. 

Ekpunobi (1982), stated that the beginning teacher requires at one time or the other on-the-job training to 
improve his/her performance. According to Taylor (1970). the days have gone when a teacher, having received some 
form of pre-service training, was assumed to be fully trained for life. According to the new Webster's dictionary of the 
English language (1992), to train means "to cause a person or an animal to respond to discipline and instruction, to 
make a person or an animal efficient in some activity by instruction and repeated practice...giving an exposition on 



training. Akimpelu (1981) submitted as follows: 

The concept of training differ from that of education, in that training is more purposive than 
education. It is narrower in coverage and specific in orientation. It aims at imparting certain 
skills and attitude in the trainee to make him carry out some specific functions efficiently 
(p.33-34). 

Training or acquisition of certain knowledge skill and attitudes is necessary for competency or effectiveness 
in a job. Elucidating the above point, Ngwu (1986), observed that: 

The practice of stipulating competencies required for the job is a design adopted  to  ensure  
that  a  person  has  the  capacity  function   or  develop –proficiency in a   particular 
way in his/ her occupation roles after having acquired a mastery of certain basic knowledge, 
skill and attitudes, (p. 205) . 

Training equips that trained for effectiveness in job performance, be it teaching or otherwise, Training is said to 
take place every time a worker is induced to do the work the way it should be done. On true learning. Piaget (1979), had 
asserted that the only true learning is that which is based on discovery. Discovery approach to training therefore, has 
been emphasized by him. Oral English teacher needs to be retrained through audio-tape approach. Ogbonna (1987), 
in his article captioned "give oral English a chance observed this. Every teacher who gives assignment regularly to 
his student must have discovered that 75% of the words written by students are wrongly spelt. The cause is not 
far-fetched. They write what they pronounce." These anomalies can be brushed by training the teachers through 
discovery so that students will learn better. Boydell (1979), viewed training as one way of achieving behavioral 
change in knowledge, skill and attitude. Poor training constitutes a stumbling block to the learning pf oral English in 
Nigeria. English teachers require specialized skill and competence that are required through a combination of 
general education and special oral knowledge obtained through training. 

Audio Taped Instruction: Audio-tape appeal to the sense of hearing. It is a powerful interest-arousing 
device that makes for longer retention of factual ideals and concepts. It also facilities the acquisition and 
recall of lessons. It enables the learner to get familiar with the type of language used in real communication 
process i.e. learners are given opportunities of hearing the sound of the foreign language from native 
speakers. This is made possible through the use of recorded materials. According to Davidson (1973), it 
is very difficult for a second language learner to produce genuine sounds of the target language with the 
correct "intonation"' pattern and speech habits. He therefore, feels that recorded materials are great assets to 
every foreign language teacher. Teachers can work alone using audio-tape in order to achieve greater 
English fluency i.e. it helps them to improve their

 pronunciation and become more intelligible. The audio-cassette gives specific auditory and oral 
instructions on how to make the sound of British English. It helps in acquiring (he appropriate rhythm of 
the language and the proper stress, pause, phrasing and intonation patterns of British English. This will 
help the teacher to successfully eliminate regional accent by listening to and imitating words and 
sentences on the audio-cassettes while he reads along in the booklet. It helps him to know to tackle the 
particular sound feature under consideration. 

The individual tape recorder can be started, stopped, rewound and replayed as desired. The 
teacher can listen to and respond to the lesson and also has the facility for a self-pacing piece of work and 
can retrace steps as necessary, ft attracts the teachers' attention by using instant reply. It provides 
experiences not easily obtained by other materials and contributes to efficiency. Audio-tape makes 
learning more vivid, clear and comprehensible. Therefore, teachers are also expected to teach their 
students with audio tape. Very few schools have such instructional materials as overhead projectors, tape 
recorders, video recorder, flip charts. 

Language Laboratory:- language laboratory is a special room equipped with mechanical and 
electronic devices by means of which the student has a booth with a headset with which he listens to his 
own voices as he speaks into the microphone. Me may like to record his own voice on a disc or tape 
and play back. In that way, he can listen to his own speech and compare it with the model. (Model 
utterances in the target language, such as it contains tape recorders or disc in the phonetic class head 
phones for listening, for learning of languages, especially sound. K enables students to work at their 
own pace. 

The language laboratory allows each student in a class to simultaneously participate in 
listening and speaking skills, helps each student to proceed at his own pace, relieves the teacher from 
presenting repetitive drill materials and also enables the teacher to work with one student without 
interrupting the other students. 
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 teach language without laboratory would be like trying to teach music appreciation solely printed 
musical scores. There is need for government to provide language laboratory in all secondary schools  

Resource Center: State Federal Government should establish, equip and fund educational technology 
resource center in each education zone. This will ensure that teachers can go to this center and 
borrow audio taped instructional materials that are educationally relevant and suitable.  

Opportunities for Overseas Training: Most English teacher should be provided opportunities for 
overseas training or to travel to countries where English is spoken as a native language, in this case the 
acquisition of the oral English will be faster because of influences of the native speaker. 
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